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Here I am post-Kiwi PyCon 2009, sitting and contemplating the event that was. It all started 
with an email I sent in January 2009 to the New Zealand Python User Group mailing list 
probing for interest in a PyCon downunder. At that time, a PyCon had never been attempted 
in Asia-Pacific, and given the reputation and popularity the northern hemisphere PyCons had 
garnered, there was some expectation to live up to. Well, a year on, I can confidently say we 
lived up to – and hopefully even exceeded – expectations.
150 people from across New Zealand, Australia, and as far afield as England and the US 
attended the event. We sponsored our main keynote speaker, Joel Burton, an internationally 
recognised presenter and trainer to come across from San Francisco and present on “Why 
Python Web Frameworks are Changing the Web.” Our second keynote speaker from 
Canonical, Tim Penhey, also enlightened us on some of the development approaches used 
for launchpad.net. Two talk tracks ran throughout the two day event with talks on project 
management, science and maths, games and animation, web development and other topics. 
There were also more interactive sessions (Lightning Talks and Open Spaces) with attendees 
participating in short presentations or group discussions on a specific theme.
We have had six Gold and five Silver Sponsors, and amongst these included big names such 
as: Canonical, Weta Digital, and the Python Software Foundation.
One comment from one of the delegates on the conference survey really summed up the 
success of the event for me:
“Overall excellent conference (several aspects better than international academic 
conferences I have been to: good range of talks, generally speakers were kept to 
time, excellent free wifi, good quantity of café/takeaway-style food, books given 
away). This is especially the case when the international conferences have cost  
$1000+ compared to $20!”
Around 60% of the delegates surveyed said they would be back next year, and we are 
planning on doing even better in 2010. So look forward to seeing you all there. Keep an eye 
on the conference website (http://nz.pycon.org) for updates. The next conference is 
expected to take place in the beautiful Bay of Islands.
The proceedings have been published under The Python Papers Monographs, and video 
footage of  many talks is available on blip.tv:
• http://ojs.pythonpapers.org/index.php/tppm/issue/view/16
• http://kiwipycon.blip.tv/posts
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